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SUBJECT: Amendments to DENR Administrative Order No. 2002-04,
Otherwise known as the “Rules and Regulations
Governing the Issuance of Permits for Treasure Hunting,
Shipwreck/Sunken Vessel Recovery and Disposition of
Recovered Treasures/Valuable Cargoes, Including
Hoarded Hidden Treasures”.

In line with the policy of the Government to continuously provide for a
responsive regulatory framework, DENR Administrative Order No. 2002-04 dated
January 22, 2002 entitled “Rules and Regulations Governing the Issuance of
Permits for Treasure Hunting, Shipwreck/Sunken Vessel Recovery and
Disposition of Recovered Treasures/Valuable Cargoes, Including Hoarded
Hidden Treasures”, is hereby amended as follows:

“Section 1. Section 4 (Definition of Terms) is hereby amended to read as

follows:

“‘As used in and for purposes of these rules and regulations, the
following terms shall mean:

a. Area Clearance — refers to a clearance issued by the concerned
agencyl/ies allowing an applicant to conduct treasure hunting or
shipwreck/sunken vessel recovery activities as shown in the submitted
technical and environmental work programs.

b. Artifacts — refer to articles that are products of human skills or
workmanship, especially in the simple product of primitive arts or industry
representing past eras or periods.

c. Bureau - refers to the Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB).

d. Certificate of Non-Coverage (CNC)- refers to a document issued by the
EMB Regional Director certifying that based on the submitted project
description, the project is not covered by the EIS System and is not
required to secure an ECC.

e. Department — refers to the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources of the Republic of the Philippines.

f. Digging - refers to the process or activities of excavating hidden treasures
buried underground for years or centuries.

g. Director — means the Director of the Mines anb Geosciences Bureau.

h. Environmental Compliance Certificate — refers to a document issued by
the Secretary or the concerned Regional Executive Director of the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources certifying that based
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